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The Stormwater and Environmental Services Division oversees 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ program and stormwater 

utility. 

The mission of this program is to reduce stormwater runoff 

pollution reaching the Eno River. 
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1.0 Introduction 

The discharge of stormwater runoff into local waterways is 

regulated by both federal and state law. The National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program was established 

under the authority of the federal Clean Water Act. The NPDES 

stormwater program regulates the discharge of stormwater 

runoff from the ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ IƛƭƭǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩs Municipal Separate 

Storm Sewer System (MS4) into local waterbodies. In North 

Carolina the NPDES MS4 program is implemented by the North 

Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ). The 

townΩǎ Stormwater and Environmental Services Division works to 

reduce stormwater runoff impacts by maintaining compliance 

with ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ NPDES MS4 stormwater discharge permit. 

The Stormwater and Environmental Services Division is also 

responsible for compliance ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ 

Falls Lake Nutrient Management Strategy (Falls Lake Rules). 

These rules require the town to implement projects and practices 

to reduce excess nutrients found in stormwater runoff from 

existing development and apply strict stormwater standards to 

new development.  

The Falls Lake Rules for stormwater runoff from existing 

development is being implemented in two stages. The Town of 

Hillsborough is meeting the first stage requirements through 

participation in the Interim Alternative Compliance Approach 

(IAIA), developed through the Upper Neuse River Basin 

Association (UNRBA). The IAIA is an investment based joint 

compliance program that requires the town to design and 

implement projects that improve water quality and reduce 

stormwater runoff pollution. Allowable projects under the IAIA 

include state approved stormwater control measures (SCM), 

retrofits of existing SCMs to improve pollutant removal, green 

infrastructure, stream and riparian buffer restoration and 

enhancement, programmatic approaches, and other watershed 

improvement projects. 

This purpose of this watershed improvement plan is to identify potential projects that can be 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ L!L! as well as compliance with the ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

NPDES MS4 permit. Projects that not only reduce stormwater runoff pollution but provide other 

benefits such as pollinator habitat, tree canopy, invasive species removal, educational opportunities 

and other ecosystem services are preferred. ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ άǿƻǊƪƛƴƎέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

information will be updated periodically. This includes adding or deleting projects as appropriate. 

Adding impervious surface 
decreases the amount of 
stormwater that infiltrates 
into the ground. This 
increases the amount and 
velocity of stormwater 
runoff. This can cause 
accelerated erosion and 
downstream flooding. In 
addition, as stormwater 
flows across impervious and 
land surfaces, it picks up 
various pollutants. These 
include excess nutrients, oil 
and grease, bacteria, and 
sediment. Polluted 
stormwater flows down 
storm drains and ditches 
where it is discharged, 
untreated, into local 
streams, rivers, and lakes. 
Stormwater runoff 
pollution causes adverse 
impacts to aquatic 
ecosystems, poses human 
health risks, and can greatly 
increase the cost of treating 
drinking water. 

WHY CARE ABOUT 
STORMWATER? 
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2.0 Watershed Description 

Bellevue Branch is a perennial tributary to the Eno River. Named 

for the Bellevue textile mill, the stream begins in the Fairview 

neighborhood of Hillsborough and generally flows south to its 

ŎƻƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƻ wƛǾŜǊ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ DƻƭŘ 

Park. For the purposes of this plan the area also includes the Eno 

River downstream to the North Carolina Railroad Company 

corridor. A map of the watershed/study area is included as  

Figure 1. A watershed plan was completed for Bellevue Branch 

that contains a detailed description of the existing conditions and 

impacts. ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

Stormwater and Environmental Services Division. 

2.1 Land use 

The primary land use in the Bellevue Branch watershed is 

single family residential. Commercial development occurs 

along Cornelius Street (Highway 70) near the intersection 

with Faucette Mill Road. There are two school properties 

which include Hillsborough Elementary and Central 

Elementary. In fact, Bellevue Branch flows through the 

Central Elementary school property and while there is 

approximately 14 acres of forest on the parcel, there is about 

129,000 square feet of impervious surface. Neither school 

property contains SCMs since development of the properties 

predated stormwater requirements. 

There are no industrial land uses currently in the watershed. 

However, two former mill sites remain. The Eno River Mill is 

located at the southern end of the watershed and currently 

houses a charter school and various commercial businesses. 

The Eno River Mill complex has over 386,000 square feet of 

impervious surface. Bellevue Mill was converted to 

apartments and Bellevue Branch traverses the western 

portion of the property.  While there is a riparian buffer, the 

Bellevue Mill Apartments have over 100,000 square feet of 

impervious surface. There is also another commercial 

property immediately south of the apartments that is used 

for office/warehouse. It has almost 170,000 square feet of 

impervious surface and like the two mill property complexes 

no SCMs exist. Also included in the study area is Gold Park, a 

town owned park that does have SCMs and green 

infrastructure. Just to the south of the park is the Resco 

Products facility which mines pyrophyllite for use in the refractory industries. 

The Bellevue Manufacturing 
Company, located in west 
Hillsborough, was 
incorporated in 1904. The 
original two-story textile 
mill building was built 
sometime between 1907-
1909. It was converted from 
steam power to electric 
power sometime between 
1919-1926. Local ownership 
and control of the mill 
ended in 1945, when it was 
purchased by Hesslein and 
Company. At that time half 
a million dollars in 
improvements to the mill 
were made. Hesslein was 
succeeded by Saratoga 
Knitting Mills. During the 
Vietnam War, the mill 
produced mosquito netting 
for the military. In the 
1960s it was "Hillsboro 
Mills," and "Falk, Fibers, 
and Fabrics" in the 1970's. 
In 1987, it was acquired by 
Flynt Fabrics and was 
known as "Stokes County 
Yarn Company-Hillsborough 
Industries"; the mill closed 
in 2000. 
 
Excerpted from Orange County 1752-
1952, edited by Hugh Lefler and Paul 
Wager, published in 1953 by the 
Orange Printshop, Chapel Hill 

BELLEVUE MILL 
HISTORY 
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Figure 1. Bellevue Branch Watershed/Project Boundary 

  




















